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ISITHUMBA RURAL
TOURISM BUSINESS

CONTINUES TO GROW
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sithumba Village has been
noted for its authentic
offerings and the important
role it plays in Durban by
promoting rural tourism and
hosting of international guests.
Strategically located on the
outskirts of the City’s outer-west
region, Isithumba, is among
some of the hidden gems who
have been singled out for the
role it plays in rural tourism and
promoting the Zulu culture.
Isithumba is a rural village
situated deep in a picturesque of
Durban valley and has become
a must-see destination for
international tourists.
The Isithumba Travels
Adventure Park is a 45-minute
drive from Durban and is led by
entrepreneur Amimi Mlaba, the
owner of Isithumba Travels.
Isithumba is in the KwaXimba
area in the Valley of 1000 Hills
and boasts a magnificent gorge.
It is also rich in spectacular
greenery which is an ideal
backdrop for breath-taking
photographic opportunities.
It has been a tourist hotspot
for international visitors for
the past 20 years and is at the
forefront of providing guests
with an unforgettable cultural
and outdoor experience.
Mlaba said they offer visitors,
both local and international,
the opportunity to experience
authentic Zulu village life.
“Visitors enjoy taking part in

exciting outdoor activities in a
beautiful setting. This includes
touring a rural village where they
learn about lobola, ukushela
which is the traditional Zulu
proposal, and have a chance
to consult with a traditional
healer,” said Mlaba.
They can also meet the local
headman known as iNduna in
IsiZulu and hire traditional Zulu
attire for photographs.
The site is also ideal for
weddings with four rondavals
for guests who want to spend
the night. Other facilities include
an area for braais and picnics, a
restaurant, and conference and
wedding venue facilities.
There are also walking trails,
hiking, biking, fishing, camping,
and canoeing down the Umngeni
River on offer.
The venue has hosted
various international youth
development programmes with
groups of more than 20 people
at a time visiting the park from
Europe.
Overseas voluntourism
picked up during the COVID-19
pandemic, with many visitors
working in the gardens and
offices.
And now with the easing of
COVID restrictions, both local
and international bookings are
on the increase.
Isithumba recently hosted
the cast of The Real Housewives
of Durban where the VIP

Isithumba
owner Amimi Mlaba (at
the back) with actress Noxy Mabika,
(in the centre) Lusanda Mangele, and Hanif Mbhele.

guests learned Zulu dancing
and celebrated a classic
Zulu traditional gathering
for maidens called “Isithebe
Sezintombi”. This was broadcast
on Showmax.
“We also had SABC 1 Uzalo
cast member Noxy Mabika visit
the adventure park. We will be
hosting 20 Americans soon who
are coming for an authentic
rural experience. They will go
canoeing on the river, hike up
the Isithumba Mountain, and a
host of other adventure
activities

on their own.
They will be bringing their own
abseiling ropes and tubes,”
Mlaba said.
“We are optimistic about our
international guests as they
love our climate, which even
in winter, is equivalent to their
summer,” he added.
Three South African groups,
with 50 guests in each group,
will also be heading to
Isithumba from July to October.
Address: D1004 Phumekhaya
Road, Isithumba, 3720.
Telephone: 065 936 4418.
Email: info@ isithumba.com

Dressed in his traditional Zulu attire, headman Thinabantu Ngubane is a firm
favourite in tourists’ pictures.
Canoeing down the Umngeni River made for an unforgettable
afternoon in the sun for Isithumba guests.
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