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COASTLANDS Musgrave Hotel and Conven- 
tion Centre, situated in Musgrave, Durban, 
is a modern, 4-star boutique hotel boasting 
101 bedrooms. Established in 2009, it offers 
accommodation, a restaurant and ban- 
queting venues. Coastlands Musgrave Hotel 
and Convention Centre is nominated in the 
Accommodation Hotels category. 

THE Oyster Box is one of South Africa’s most 
renowned luxury hotels. Located on the 
Umhlanga Beachfront, the hotel is nominat- 
ed in both the Accommodation Hotels and 
Green Tourism categories. In the Pink Book 
2022, The Oyster Box was voted one of the 
top three beach wedding venues. 

ESTABLISHED in 1994 by the Lithgow fam- 
ily, The View Boutique Hotel and Spa is a 
hidden gem. Nominated in the Accommo- 
dation Hotels category, it is located in Doon 
Heights, Amanzimtoti, Durban and offers 
5-star luxury accommodation. The hotel 
was awarded the Lilizela Best Guesthouse 
Award KZN 2018 / 2019. 

THE aha Gateway Hotel in Umhlanga offers 
both business and leisure travellers the 
ultimate in accommodation. Nominated in 
the Accommodation Hotels category, it has 
146 well-appointed bedrooms with wi-fi. 
This premier three-star hotel also offers 
five fully-equipped conference venues that 
accommodate up to 500 delegates. 
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LOCATED within the Suncoast precinct on 
Durban’s Golden Mile, Sunsquare SunCoast 
and Suncoast Towers Hotel were awarded 
the “Loved By Guest” award by 
Hotels.com in 2021. The hotels offer hos- 
pitality services and accommodation, with 
luxury touches and thoughtful amenities 
such as complimentary wi-fi all part of the 
deal. 

THE Capital Pearls, situated in Umhlanga 
Rocks, is nominated in the Accommodation 
Hotels category. The hotel provides contem- 
porary living spaces that strike a balance be- 
tween the comfort of home and the luxury 
of resort living. The Capital Pearls boasts its 
own private mall and also offers fully- 
furnished apartments. 

SITUATED on Old South Coast Road in Illovo 
Beach, the Protea Hotel by Marriott Karri- 
dene Beach was established in 1993. Nomi- 
nated in the Accommodation Hotels catego- 
ry, this modern and luxurious hotel is well 
known for its excellent accommodation, 
wonderful food, friendly hospitality and 
first-class service. 

25 JACARANDA Lodge and Backpackers is a 
self-catering lodge located in the tranquil 
Pinetown suburb of Regency Park. Managed 
by director Sthe Mnguni, it has been offer- 
ing quality hospitality services at an af- 
fordable price since 2018. The establishment 
is nominated for service excellence in the 
Accommodation Lodges category. 

ESTABLISHED in 2011, Ihawu Guest House is 
based in Westville, Durban. It offers accom- 
modation and a venue for intimate func- 
tions, weddings, kids’ parties and a variety 
of private events. Ihawu Guest House was 
awarded the Mayor’s Award for Excellence 
in 2014. The establishment is nominated in 
the Accommodation Lodges category. 
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OCEAN Vista Boutique Guest House, based 
in Umhlanga Rocks, offers bed-and-break- 
fast accommodation “with a difference”. 
Established in 2018, this upmarket guest 
house has been awarded numerous TripAd- 
visor’s Travellers Choice awards, as well as 
4-star grading by TGCSA. It is nominated in 
the Accommodation Lodges category. 

LILIZELA Awards finalist, Ocean Blue Guest- 
house is situated in Brighton Beach, Bluff 
and boasts spectacular views of the Indian 
Ocean. Nominated in the Accommodation 
Lodges category, it offers three self-cater- 
ing holiday cottages situated in tranquil 
surroundings. It is suitable for family hol- 
idays and business trips, and supports an 
eco-friendly environment. 

UBUCIKO Soul Food Café was established in 
2018 and is located in Inanda Newtown A, 
in the north of Durban. Nominated in the 
Entrepreneurship category and offering 
mouth-watering soul food, it also promotes 
the richness of Inanda by hosting cultural 
activities such as music, business fairs and 
art exhibitions. 

WISH on Florida is an upmarket fine-dining 
restaurant offering a contemporary fusion 
of Mediterranean and local dishes. Special- 
ising in gourmet pizza and pasta with a 
vast offering of Champagne and wine, the 
restaurant is based at 198C Florida Road, 
Morningside, Durban. It is nominated in the 
Entrepreneurship category. 

MAGABA Lounge offers a venue for corpo- 
rate and private functions, comedy shows 
and shisanyama festivals. Situated in the 
Mpumalanga Township, the lounge is nom- 
inated in the Entrepreneurship category. 
Magaba Lounge was selected as the Best 
Township Entrepreneur by Destiny Maga- 
zine in 2015. 
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704 EXCLUSIVE Meat Lounge is a premium 
lifestyle lounge that satisfies the contem- 
porary township culinary and entertain- 
ment niche market. Situated in KwaN- 
dengezi, west of Durban, the lounge offers 
an authentic township experience with 
meat and drinks. It is nominated in the 
Entrepreneurship category. 

ALUDE Arts is a jewellery and home decor 
brand that aims to preserve culture and her- 
itage through the timelessness of art, while 
blending modern aesthetics into its designs. 
Nominated in the Entrepreneurship catego- 
ry, Alude Arts was established in 2018, and 
is based in Clare Estate, Durban. 

NOMINATED in the Entrepreneurship catego- 
ry, Nondz Beach Massage Experience offers 
massage treatments on the serene beaches 
of uMhlanga Rocks. Established in 2010, the 
business operates everyday, weather permit- 
ting. It also offers mobile massage services 
as well as makeup, pedicures and manicures. 

M222 FILM and Communications (Pty) Ltd 
is based in Umlazi. Nominated in the Film 
Maker category, the company is owned by 
award-winning actor, Brian Khawula. His 
services include writing, producing, and di- 
recting. Khawula received five awards as an 
actor in international film festivals for the 
film Esikhaleni Sikantombela. 

DR EUBULUS Timothy of Trinity Pictures is 
a dental surgeon, educator and award-win- 
ning film maker. Based in Musgrave, Dur- 
ban, Timothy founded his company at the 
age of 12. The film Vivaldi, Spring in the 
time of COVID-19 won Best Artistic Picture 
at the Ethekwini Film Awards. He is nomi- 
nated in the Film Maker category. 
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VISUAL Network SA it is a one-stop pro- 
duction shop that assists the film indus- 
try with locations and accommodation. 
The company’s founder, Nerusha Maharaj 
Sadapal was featured in Eastern Eye maga- 
zine as one of the top 50 influential people 
of South Africa. She is nominated in the 
Film Maker category. 

DEBBIE Marshall of Eulophia Tours & Travel, 
which was established in 2004, is nominated 
in the Tour Guides category (Nature). Based 
in Durban and offering personal, guided 
experiences throughout the province of 
KwaZulu-Natal, Marshall has been tour guid- 
ing since 1999. 

TRAVEL Bug Tours is run by owner-operator, 
Dominic Naidoo and is based in Glenwood, 
Durban. Nominated in the Tour Guide cate- 
gory, Travel Bug Tours offers private, small- 
group tours throughout Durban that focus 
on the city’s history and culture. The busi- 
ness won the Nedbank Hands-up for Small 
Business Award in 2021. 

BAJABULILE Bhengu of SBRM Tours is nomi- 
nated in the Tour Guides category. Situated 
in Durban, SBRM Tours was established in 
2006 and specialises in tailor-made tours of 
the Zulu Kingdom. The company is a 100% 
black woman-owned business, which has 
won the eThekwini Municipality Mayoral 
Award for Excellence in 2015. 

THEMBA Thethwayo of Julnic Tours is 
based in Durban. Nominated in the Tour 
Guides category, Thethwayo is a Ger- 
man-speaking tour guide. Julnic Tours 
offers tailor-made tour itineraries for for- 
eign independent travellers (FITs) as well 
as for both small and large groups in KZN 
and elsewhere in SA. 

 

You have done us proud 

FIFTY-ONE businesses that demonstrated resilience 
and tenacity during the Covid-19 pandemic are in 
line for a top Durban Tourism Business award. 

With tourism and hospitality being the hard est 
hit sectors during the devastating pandemic and 
recent floods, Durban Tourism recently launched 
its inaugural awards to honour outstanding 
businesses that were innovative in adapting to the 
new conditions. 

The awards ceremony, which will be held on 
June 15 at the Inkosi Albert Luthuli International 
Convention Centre, will acknowledge, reward and 
celebrate excellence in the industry, while paying 
tribute to all nominees who have done Durban 
proud. 

The City wants to help businesses adapt to the 
new normal. These awards will therefore 
continue to encourage the tourism industry to 
thrive and become one of the area’s leading 
economic drivers. 

Durban’s  tourism  industry  has  always shown 
resilience and continues to bounce back, while 
cutting-edge City and private-sector development 
projects worth billions continue to take shape 
across the city. Read here about the shortlisted 
award nominees. 


